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Thursday October 19, 2017

We Can't Hear You!
Imagine your ﬁrst week at a new school. You've barely
met your classmates, found your classrooms and the
library, or cracked open your books. Then your teacher
tells you you'll soon be reading case law in front of
your classmates.
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Force Research
Lab Contract
The University of
Dayton Research
Institute has been
"At ﬁrst I was sort of put oﬀ by it. It seems like a private thing, like it's
you and your case book with your own thoughts," ﬁrst-year University
of Dayton School of Law student Taylor Gillespie said about her tort
law lab. “You don't really want people judging you. That's what you're
worried about, since we're new."
Classmate Anthony Gore, who also is taking the course taught by Lori
Shaw, professor of lawyering skills, admitted to some butterﬂies,
saying, "It was diﬀerent."
But did anything change after their ﬁrst torts law lab this fall where

awarded a six-year, $72
million-ceiling Air Force
Research Laboratory
contract for research
and development in
AFRL's Quick-Reaction
Evaluation of Materials
and Processes
program.
READ MORE

they were on stage?
"It's given us insight on how to read cases and read with a purpose,"
Gore said. "I like it. I've been able to pull back diﬀerent layers."
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she said. "It's been good to get feedback and think about how I'm
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doing this. Am I thorough in what I'm reading? I'm glad we are doing

local outlets featured

this."
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So what exactly is a law lab?
"Think of a biology class," said Shaw, who also serves as the School of
Law's associate dean for academic aﬀairs. "The lecture teaches you the
skills and the lab is where you practice those skills."
The school will oﬀer another lab, in criminal law, in the spring. The labs
are part of the law school’s approach to teaching students how to read
cases.
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Shaw pointed out labs like this are necessary because using traditional
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teaching methods isn't holding water. She added that the Law School
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Admissions Council found students are no better reading after the ﬁrst
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or third years than at the start of law school. So educators now are

the Curve and an op-ed

trying to look for ways to be more explicit about skills and processes,
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one of which is reading a case.
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"I deﬁnitely think I understand what she wants us to obtain from this. I

education.

won't say I'm necessarily there yet," Gillespie said. "But when I do my
assignments for other classes, I can apply the same method of reading
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with a purpose and how Dean Shaw has broken it down for us."
The idea has clicked for Gore, too.

A New Phase

"Reading with a purpose. Reading predictively. Reading actively. I think
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that's the whole idea," he said.
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Early on, Shaw is seeing the beneﬁts.
"I see a lot of positive things. I see students learning more about their
reading," Shaw said. "That's why I like this particular exercise, because
it makes them do a little bit of self-reﬂection. I see them starting to
make connections, starting to visualize the story based on the facts in
the case.
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"I want them to answer, 'Am I really digging in to see if I understand
the case?' You need to really understand at the sentence level of the
case to understand why the court ruled the way it did."
And how would Gillespie advise next year's ﬁrst-year law students?
"Embrace it," she said. "Dean Shaw is a great professor. She knows
what she's doing, and she obviously has us doing these exercises for a
reason, because they are beneﬁcial. Try not be nervous, because it's
going to be OK."
For more information, contact Shawn Robinson, associate director of
news and communications, at 937-229-3391 or
srobinson@udayton.edu.
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